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October 07, 2021 

 

Mary Wennerstrom 

Director of Finance 

City of Kaufman 

209 South Washington 

Kaufman, TX 75142 

 

Dear Ms. Wennerstrom: 

 

We are pleased to inform you, based on the examination of your budget by a panel of independent reviewers, 

that your budget document has been awarded the Distinguished Budget Presentation Award from 

Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) for the current fiscal period. This award is the highest 

form of recognition in governmental budgeting. Its attainment represents a significant achievement by your 

organization. 

 

The Distinguished Budget Presentation Award is valid for one year.  To continue your participation in the 

program, it will be necessary to submit your next annual budget document to GFOA within 90 days of the 

proposed budget's submission to the legislature or within 90 days of the budget's final adoption.  

Information about how to submit an application for the Distinguished Budget Program application is posted 

on GFOA's website.   

 

Each program participant is provided with confidential comments and suggestions for possible 

improvements to the budget document.  Your comments are enclosed. We urge you to carefully consider 

the suggestions offered by our reviewers as you prepare your next budget. 

 

When a Distinguished Budget Presentation Award is granted to an entity, a Certificate of Recognition for 

Budget Presentation is also presented to the individual(s) or department designated as being primarily 

responsible for its having achieved the award.  Enclosed is a Certificate of Recognition for Budget 

Preparation for: 

 

Mary Wennerstrom, Director of Finance 

 

Continuing participants will receive a brass medallion that will be mailed separately. First-time recipients 

will receive an award plaque within eight to ten weeks. Enclosed is a camera-ready reproduction of the 

award for inclusion in your next budget.  If you reproduce the camera-ready image in your next budget, it 

should be accompanied by a statement indicating continued compliance with program criteria.  The 

following standardized text should be used:  

 

Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and Canada  (GFOA) presented a 

Distinguished Budget Presentation Award to City of Kaufman, Texas, for its Annual Budget for 

the fiscal year beginning October 01, 2020.  In order to receive this award, a governmental unit 

must publish a budget document that meets program criteria as a policy document, as a financial 

plan, as an operations guide, and as a communications device. 

 

This award is valid for a period of one year only.  We believe our current budget continues to 

conform to program requirements, and we are submitting it to GFOA to determine its eligibility for 

another award. 
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A press release is enclosed. 

 

Upon request, GFOA can provide a video from its Executive Director congratulating your specific entity 

for winning the Budget Award. 

 

We appreciate your participation in this program, and we sincerely hope that your example will encourage 

others in their efforts to achieve and maintain excellence in governmental budgeting.  The most current list 

of award recipients can be found on GFOA's website at www.gfoa.org.  If we can be of further assistance, 

please contact the Technical Services Center at (312) 977-9700. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 
 
Michele Mark Levine 

Director, Technical Services Center 

 

Enclosure 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
October 07, 2021 

 

For more information, contact: 

 

Technical Services Center 

Phone:  (312) 977-9700 

Fax:  (312) 977-4806 

E-mail: budgetawards@gfoa.org 

 

 

(Chicago, Illinois)--Government Finance Officers Association is pleased to announce that City of 

Kaufman, Texas, has received GFOA's Distinguished Budget Presentation Award for its budget.  

 

The award represents a significant achievement by the entity. It reflects the commitment of the governing 

body and staff to meeting the highest principles of governmental budgeting.  In order to receive the budget 

award, the entity had to satisfy nationally recognized guidelines for effective budget presentation.  These 

guidelines are designed to assess how well an entity's budget serves as: 

 

 a policy document 

 a financial plan 

 an operations guide 

 a communications device 

 

Budget documents must be rated "proficient" in all four categories, and in the fourteen mandatory criteria 

within those categories, to receive the award.  

 

When a Distinguished Budget Presentation Award is granted to an entity, a Certificate of Recognition for 

Budget Presentation is also presented to the individual(s) or department designated as being primarily 

responsible for having achieved the award.  This has been presented to Mary Wennerstrom, Director of 

Finance. 

 

There are over 1,700 participants in the Budget Awards Program. The most recent Budget Award recipients, 

along with their corresponding budget documents, are posted quarterly on GFOA's website.  Award 

recipients have pioneered efforts to improve the quality of budgeting and provide an excellent example for 

other governments throughout North America. 

 

Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) advances excellence in government finance by 

providing best practices, professional development, resources and practical research for more than 21,000 

members and the communities they serve.    
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PRESENTED TO 

 

 

City of Kaufman 
Texas 

 

 

For the Fiscal Year Beginning 
 

October 01, 2020 

 

 

 
Executive Director 

 

  

GOVERNMENT FINANCE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION 
 

Distinguished 
Budget Presentation 

Award 
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Mary Wennerstrom, Director of Finance 

City of Kaufman, Texas 
  

 

 

  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   October 07, 2021 

   

The Government Finance Officers Association 

of the United States and Canada 

The Certificate of Recognition for Budget Preparation is presented by the Government 

Finance Officers Association to those individuals who have been instrumental in their 

government unit achieving a Distinguished Budget Presentation Award.  The 

Distinguished Budget Presentation Award, which is the highest award in governmental 

budgeting, is presented to those government units whose budgets are judged to adhere 

to program standards 

presents this 

CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION FOR BUDGET PREPARATION 
to 

Date: 

Executive Director 
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Meeting 
Date: 11/22/2021 Date: 11/12/2021 Item #: 6. Dept.: Administration
 
Resolution
SUBJECT:
Consider and take appropriate action on Resolution R-37-21, a resolution of the City Council of the 
City of Kaufman, Texas, setting a Public Hearing under Sec. 372.009 of the Texas Local Government 
Code for the creation of the City of Kaufman Public Improvement District Number Two within the City 
of Kaufman, Texas; providing a copy of the Petition; providing a copy of the Notice of Public Hearing; 
and authorizing the issuance of such Notice by the City Secretary of Kaufman, Texas regarding the 
Public Hearing as required by law. (Prairie Creek Development)
 
BACKGROUND:
On November 10, 2021, staff receieved a petition for the creation of a Public Improvement District 
from SRP Development, LLC. (Prairie Creek Phase 3). This item is the set the public hearing 
regarding the creation of the PID.
 
Author:
Mike Slye, City Manager

Reviewed:
Mike Slye, City Manager 

Cost: Funds Available: Source: 
Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of Resolution R-37-21 as presented.
 

Safe & Secure
Business 

Friendly/Economic 
Development

Partnership & 
Community 
Involvement

Healthy & 
Environmentally 

Cons. Comm.
Financial & 

OPS Stewardship

X
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Resolution Calling for Public Hearing
#8160614

RESOLUTION R-37-21

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF KAUFMAN, TEXAS, CALLING FOR A PUBLIC 
HEARING ON THE CREATION OF A PUBLIC 
IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT BEING LOCATED WITHIN THE 
CITY OF KAUFMAN (CITY OF KAUFMAN PUBLIC 
IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. TWO); AND PROVIDING 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE

WHEREAS, the City Council (the “City Council”) of the City of Kaufman, Texas 
(the “City”) has received a petition (the “Petition”) requesting creation of a public 
improvement district (the “PID”) under Chapter 372 of the Texas Local Government 
Code (the “Act”), from the record owners of taxable real property representing more 
than fifty percent (“50%”) of the appraised value of the real property liable for 
assessment  in the proposed PID and the record owners of taxable real property that 
constitute more than 50% of all of the area of all taxable real property that is liable for 
assessment in the proposed PID; and

WHEREAS, the Petition, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit 1, has 
been examined, verified, and found to meet the requirements of Sections 372.005(a) 
and 372.005(b) of the Act and to be sufficient for consideration by the City Council; and

WHEREAS, the boundaries of the proposed PID are described in the Exhibit to 
the Petition, said area for the PID being within the City and identified as “City of 
Kaufman Public Improvement District No. Two); and

WHEREAS, the City Council accepts the Petition and desires to schedule a 
public hearing to consider the creation of the PID to finance the following public 
improvements (collectively, the "Authorized Improvements"): (i) street and roadway 
improvements, including related sidewalks, drainage, utility relocation, signalization, 
landscaping, lighting, signage, off-street parking and right-of-way; (ii) establishment or 
improvement of parks and open space, together with the design, construction and 
maintenance of any ancillary structures, features or amenities such as trails, 
playgrounds, walkways, lighting and any similar items located therein; (iii) sidewalks and 
landscaping, including entry monuments and features, fountains, lighting and signage; 
(iv) acquisition, construction and improvement of water, wastewater and drainage 
improvements and facilities (v) projects similar to those listed in subsections (i) - (iv) 
above authorized by the Act, including similar off-site projects that provide a benefit to 
the property within the District; (vi)special supplemental services for improvement and 
promotion of the District as approved by the City; (vii) payment of costs associated with 
operating and maintaining the public improvements listed in subparagraphs (i) - (vi) 
above; and (viii) payment of costs associated with developing and financing the public 
improvements listed in subparagraphs (i) - (vi) above, and costs of establishing, 
administering and operating the District.  These Authorized Improvements shall promote 
the interests of the City and confer a special benefit upon the Property.    
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF KAUFMAN, TEXAS:

SECTION 1: That a public hearing is hereby scheduled 6:00 p.m. on 
December 20, 2021, in the City Council Chamber at Kaufman City Hall, 209 South 
Washington, Kaufman, Texas 75142 to receive public comment on the creation of the 
PID in the area more specifically described in the Petition, Exhibit 1 hereto (attached as 
Exhibit A to Exhibit 1), pursuant to the Act; and

SECTION 2: That notice of said hearing, in the substantially final form set forth in 
Exhibit 2 attached hereto, with such changes as may be approved by the City’s 
counsel, shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the City and in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the City before the 15th day prior to the hearing as 
required by the Act; and

SECTION 3: That written notice, in the substantially final form set forth in Exhibit 
2 attached hereto with such changes as may be approved by the City’s counsel, shall 
be mailed to each property owner, as reflected on the tax rolls, of property subject to 
assessment within the PID, before the 15th day prior to the date set for the hearing; and

SECTION 4: That all of the above recitals are hereby found to be true and 
correct factual determinations of the City and are hereby approved and incorporated by 
reference as though fully set forth herein; and 

SECTION 5: That if any portion of this Resolution shall, for any reason, be 
declared invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity shall not affect the 
remaining provisions hereof and the City Council hereby determines that it would have 
adopted this Resolution without the invalid provision; and

SECTION 6: That this Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after 
its passage, and it is accordingly so resolved.

INTRODUCED, READ AND PASSED by the affirmative vote of the City Council 
of the City of Kaufman, Texas this 22nd day of November, 2021.

______________________________
JEFF JORDAN
MAYOR

ATTEST:

_________________________________
JESSIE HANKS
CITY SECRETARY
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APPROVED AS TO FORM:

_________________________________
PATRICIA A. ADAMS
CITY ATTORNEY
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Exhibit 1
#8160614

EXHIBIT 1

PETITION
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Exhibit 2

#8160614

EXHIBIT 2

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE CITY OF KAUFMAN, TEXAS 
TO CONSIDER THE ADVISABILITY OF THE CREATION OF A PUBLIC 
IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT TO MAKE CERTAIN IMPROVEMENTS 
OVER CERTAIN PROPERTY LOCATED WITHIN THE CITY (CITY OF 
KAUFMAN PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. TWO)

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the City Council (the “City Council”) of the 
City of Baytown, Texas (the “City”), pursuant to Chapter 372 of the Texas Local 
Government Code, as amended (the “Act”), will hold a public hearing at 6:00 p.m. on 
December 20, 2021, in the City Council Chamber at Kaufman City Hall, 209  South 
Washington, Kaufman, Texas 75142 for the purpose of considering the establishment 
by the City of a public improvement district to be located within the extraterritorial 
jurisdiction of the City (City Of Kaufman Public Improvement District No. Two).

In accordance with the Act, the City Council has received a petition (the 
“Petition”) from certain property owners within the extraterritorial jurisdiction of the City 
(the “Petitioners”), that requests the establishment of a public improvement district (the 
“PID”).  The Petition and the legal description of the property to be included in the PID 
are on file and open for public inspection in the office of the City Secretary at 209 South 
Washington, Kaufman, Texas 75142.  The public hearing is being held with respect to 
the advisability of creating the PID and the improvements to be made therein.

GENERAL NATURE OF THE AUTHORIZED IMPROVEMENTS: The general 
nature of the proposed public improvements (collectively, the "Authorized 
Improvements"): (i) street and roadway improvements, including related sidewalks, 
drainage, utility relocation, signalization, landscaping, lighting, signage, off-street 
parking and right-of-way; (ii) establishment or improvement of parks and open space, 
together with the design, construction and maintenance of any ancillary structures, 
features or amenities such as trails, playgrounds, walkways, lighting and any similar 
items located therein; (iii) sidewalks and landscaping, including entry monuments and 
features, fountains, lighting and signage; (iv) acquisition, construction and improvement 
of water, wastewater and drainage improvements and facilities (v) projects similar to 
those listed in subsections (i) - (iv) above authorized by the Act, including similar off-site 
projects that provide a benefit to the property within the District; (vi)special supplemental 
services for improvement and promotion of the District as approved by the City; (vii) 
payment of costs associated with operating and maintaining the public improvements 
listed in subparagraphs (i) - (vi) above; and (viii) payment of costs associated with 
developing and financing the public improvements listed in subparagraphs (i) - (vi) 
above, and costs of establishing, administering and operating the District.  These 
Authorized Improvements shall promote the interests of the City and confer a special 
benefit upon the Property.    
    

 

Page 20 of 21



Exhibit 2

#8160614

ESTIMATED COST OF THE AUTHORIZED IMPROVEMENTS: The estimated 
cost to design, acquire and construct the Authorized Improvements, together with bond 
issuance costs, eligible legal and financial fees, eligible credit enhancement costs and 
eligible costs incurred in the establishment, administration and operation of the PID is 
$3,000,000 plus the annual cost of operation and maintenance, if any.  The City will pay 
no costs of the Authorized Improvements or operation and maintenance costs from 
funds other than assessments levied on property within the PID. The remaining costs of 
the proposed improvements will be paid from sources other than those described 
above.

PROPOSED METHOD OF ASSESSMENT: The City shall levy assessments on 
each parcel within the PID in a manner that results in the imposition of an equal share of 
the costs of the Authorized Improvements on property similarly benefitted by such 
Authorized Improvements.  The proposed method of assessment shall be based upon 
(i) an equal apportionment per lot, per front foot, or per square foot of property 
benefiting from the Authorized Improvements, as determined by the City, (ii) the ad 
valorem taxable value of the property benefiting from the Authorized Improvements, 
with or without regard to improvements on the property, or (iii) in any manner that 
results in imposing equal shares of the cost on property similarly benefitted.

PROPOSED APPORTIONMENT OF COSTS BETWEEN THE CITY AND THE 
PID: The City will not be obligated to provide any funds to finance the Authorized 
Improvements.  All of the costs of the Authorized Improvements will be paid from 
assessments levied on properties in the PID and from other sources of funds available 
to the Petitioners.

BOUNDARIES OF THE PROPOSED PID:  Approximately 18 acres of land within 
the City of Kaufman, Texas.  Said property being generally located Southwest of FM 
1836 and Melody Drive and identified as the Prairie Creek Development. A metes and 
bounds description is available for inspection at the offices of the City Secretary 
at the location described above.

All interested persons are invited to attend such public hearing to express their 
views with respect to the establishment of the PID and the Authorized Improvements to 
be made therein.  

This Notice of Public Hearing is given and the public hearing is being held 
pursuant to the requirements of the Act.

THE CITY OF KAUFMAN, TEXAS
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